Becoming Blessings
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your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2And | will make of you a great nation; h themselves. This idea is further expanded in the next verse, )

which states that not only will the Canaanites bless them-
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’ h 0 selves by Abraham, bu all h fa.mzl s of the earth will do so.

) bless. you, and him who curses you [ will curse; and all the families of the earth shall bless

themnselves by you.” :
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f God promised Avraham, “You shall become a blessing” (Bereishis 12:2).

syHow can a person becomne a blessing? Righteous men are capable of be-
stowing blessings, but not becomning blessings!

% Rashi paraphrases God'’s statement as follows: “You will have con-
tral over blessings. Until now, blessings werc in My exclusive posses:
sienw... From now on, you will have the power to bless whomever ygu
see fit.” Yet Rashi himself is not fully satisfied with this explanftion. Ac-
cording to this understanding the verse should have read, “You shall be-

~J come a sgurce of blessings,” not “you shall become a blessing.”
Rashi therefore offers an alternate interpretation:

% tovim. It is known as the “blessin triarchs.”

Understood on a simple level, the biessing of the patriarchs con-
veys praise and gratitude to “the great, mighty, and awesome God,”
Who, though He dwells in the heights of Heaven, concerns Himself
with man’s mundane needs. We praise Him for not overlooking the pa-

triarchs’ meritorious deeds, and we reaffirm our belief that He will one

day redeem the Jewish people. We conclude the blessing with the words
® “Shield of Avraham.”

~J The Sages say that the concluding words of a blessing capture its
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exist. The Gemara tells me otherwise: “Becha chosmim” — the conclu-
) .,‘.sion will be only with you, Avraham. Times before Mashiach will be so N

"t ‘i"n;ing and so difficult thar if one does not strengthen oneself to adopt
Torah on his own, the tradirion received from the elders will not be

‘tnough to combat the negative influences of on€’s time.

<P Third, the attributes of Yitzchak and Yaakov — awodab, service to
Hasherm, and Torah — will not exist in their intensity at the conclu-
sion of history before Mashiach comes. In galus we do not have a Beis
HaMikdash in which to bring sacrifices, and we must suffice with the
substitute of prayer alone. And in galus the Torah is diminished, both
quantitatively, with the many mitzvos that cannot be fulfilled, neither
outside of Eretz Yisrael nor without 2 Beis HaMikdash, and qualita-
tively, as the verse says in Fichah (2:9), “Her king and princes are in

exile; there is no Torah.”
~ All thar will be left in its full intensity will be the attribute of Avra-
ham Avinu — ghesed: kindness. And in the merit of Jews performe

ing acts of kindness for one another we will be redeemed, as it says,

“Zion will be redeemed with justice and will be returned through acts
of tzedakah” (Yeshayahu 1:27).
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While a Jew must reflect the qualities of all three Avos, the chasi-

tnah, the stamp or hallmark of the Jewish people is chessed LAvraham,

" gHe kindness of Avraham Avinu. The attributes of Yitzchak and Yaakov,
‘gevurah and emes, simply round out the fundamental principle emn-

qverall theme. If so, this blessing should logically conclude with some-
thing to the effect of “Shield of the patriarchs,” since Yitzchak and
Yaakov are included in the blessing as well. Why does it close with only
Avraham’s name? Rashi explains:

r Because the verse states, “You shall become a blessing” — the

'Eodied by Avraham Avinu. Chazal (Makkos 24a) tell us, “Ba Chabakuk

veheemida al achas: Tzaddik beemunaso yichyeh - Chabakuk carne
and stood {the Torah] on one {mitzvah]: A righteous man will live
with his faith” (Chabakuk 2:4). Chabakuk came and encapsulated all

[Jewish people] will conclude the blessing with your name, and

f/‘of the Torah into one basic principle: Emunah. Everything goes back

not with their names [Yitzchak’s or Yaakov’s].
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~ First, all of the Avos emanated from Avraham, and therefore in real-
ity he incorporates them all. It is his shield that is the foundation of all

of Klal Yisrael and hence Avraham is the quintessence of all.

Second, as Rav Shimon Shkop, 22"/, remarked, in the course of Jew-
ish history there have been various eras. There have been times when
Klal Yisrael was stable, and fathers and grandfathers passed on the me-
sorah of Torah to their progeny. This is likened to Yaakov, who received
the ‘tradition from his father and grandfather. At other times, it was
only the fathers who had returned to the Torah way after previous gen-
erations had strayed. Like Yitzchak, the children only had the fathers
from whom to seek guidance and not their grandparents. And there
were eras when the children had to seek Hashem on their own, like )
Awpraham Avinu, having no father or grandfather to show them the way;,
for the children were the first generation to return after generations of B
Jews who had abandoned the Torah.

I mighe think, says Rav Shimon Shkop, that in the concluding era
of the world before Mashiach comes, all these various eventualities will

to and is built upon Avraham Avinu’s principle, Thus, he is ”t‘h_g"o_n‘ev_
\-_who syrbolizes and completes everything else. Once there is emunah,

i

everything will follow. ‘
Yeshayah HaNavi said, “7X 10727.../71 "R P15 707 HRYDY
n9%aR OAaK - Hearken to me pursuers of righteousness, seekers of
Hashem...look to Avraham your forefather” (Yeshayah 51:1-2). By
this, the prophet means that we must look towards Avraham Avinu's
conduct for guidance. We can put this to work in the brachah of Avos,
as well. The halachah states that one must have kavanah, intent, when
“reciting Avos. The basic level of kavanah is to understand the plain
meaning of the words. But it is certainly possible to add levels to this
and occasionally think deeply about the words we are saying. For in-
stance, when we say Elokei Avraham, Elokei Yitzchak, v’Elokei Yaakov,
we can ponder the significance of each of their attributes and how
thev used them to increase Godliness in the world. Since Avraham
Avinu is the seal and the imprint of the Jewish people, ;t,is.particularlx'
important to meditate upon his actions. This is why the Torah says
é‘l;out Avraham, “V’heyei brachah - And you shall be a blessing”.
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in His creation, as our Sages have said, ..

ot Oy R, “(God said to me,} ‘Ishmael, My son, bless Me.' [ replied, May it be Your

will ... and Your mercy may prevail over Your other attributes’” (Berachos 7a).- [ _ .

Therefore He (God) says, “Become a blessing to Me by (your) deep understanding ' MaR nmna X277 T0° by i?n,‘ MR 1D A

(whereby) vou will acguire perfection, and teach knowledge (of God) to the people’
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It was HaShem's great chessed to a world that didn’t deserve it In —
this model, HaShem sustained the world only through chessed.

-

48 GOLDEN APPLES —_ R

R’ Yitzchak Isaac Chaver, a disciple* of the Gr’a, teaches us a

most fundamental definition of berachah and why it — of neces-

sity — belongs to the Divin€énd not to humans. The reason a be-

tachah cannot be given by a human being, he explains, is because

-a person is baal gevul, finite and limited. Berachah is the idea of no )

limitations, bli gevul. For exam{)]e, when a person plants a handful

of seeds, normally they will produce a bushel of wheat. Berachah
means that they will produce two or three additional bushels. The

nature and definition of berachah is expansion and growth in ways

.

that exceed normal expectations.
& The Rishonim write that berachah means ribui,® a growth and
enlargement to become more than the source. Berachah, then, is

the phenomenon of finite entities transcending their limitations

and increasing beyond what would seem possible according to the

fundamental natural law of conservation of matter and energy.

Consider, for example, the very first berachah with which Ha-
Shem blessed humanity: It is a blessing that from two people, many

people will emanate in just one generation — and many, many times

_that in the future, and so on endlessly.

This is not an ability naturally associated with human beings,
for every person is limited. A person has what he has, and nothing
in his range of abilities can make “more from less.” Berachah is one

step removed from yesh meayin (something out of nothing). This is

why the world could not naturally receive berachos from people, but

only from HaShem, Who is unbounded and unlimited.

T

Q% THE PARADIGM CHANGES

So,,whaf changed with Avraham? How did he become vehyei bera-

@The whole idea of av hamon goyim, fathering a multitude of na-

(

\ a father to an endless stream of humanity. -

}_9?; m‘g“ T Although there was a concept of theseven mitzvos bnei Noach,

_ this was simply to allow the world to merit receiving sustenance
from HaShem. It was retention of status quo, nothing more. In
return for keeping the sheva mitzvos, HaShem promised the regu-
larity of the world: “Summer and winter, day and night, cold and

heat will not cease.”
% The true power of chidush — of pushing beyond the passive

acceptance of HaShem’s chessed — starts with hachodesh hazeh
lachem,'® the mitzvah of recognizing Rosh Chodesh. In the bris of
Noach, the mekabel receives whatever is given to him. The bris with

Klal Yisrael is different. They become mashpi’im who receive be-

® neficence from HaShem that they then multiply and take to new

levels.

¥The person who is only a mekabel never can become a mevarech.
He can only pass on what HaShem gives him. But when a person
becomes more than what is put into him, then he starts becoming

Until Avraham, the world had the character of a mekabel of
HaShem’s influence. Then Avraham started the next epoch, the
2000 years of Torah.!" It is a time of avodah. During this time,
a person begins to do and to accomplish. This changes the very
character of people in the world from being mekablei chessed to be-

coming mashpi’im on their own. This is the change that Avraham

Aviny initiated.

tions, is an expression of this second process. In the yesh miyesh

paradigm, one person should have only one child. But with the

o

} 3 - ; 3
advent of Avraham'’s introduction of mashpia, a person can become

/

chah, blessing incarnate, if blessings essentially are not in the power

of mankind? :

To understand this, let us use an analogy ofa battery that has
acertain amount of stored electricity inside it. You can not extract
more than that amount. If you transfer the energy from this battery
to another, then you will still have the same amount of energy, only
it will be divided into two batteries. You might even lose some en-
ergy in the course of the transfer. Clearly, you can’t make more

energy in this manner.
4 But let’s imagine that we use the first battery to start the car

engie. This engine in turn creates its own energy and feeds if into

HaShem told Avraham lech lecha, gave him certain individual
berachos and then He bestowed upon him veheyei berachah. This
means that Avraham Avinu’s blessings are an entirely different di-

mension of benevolence from HaShem. All others received from

HaShem; Avraham, however, became the mashpia and hence me-

uarech for the world.
o The change that this veheyei berachah wrought in the world was

a lot bigger than just the ability of giving blessings to others. It was

a fundamental c‘hange in Avraham himself. Vehyei berachah literally
means that Avraham would become a “blessing incarnate.” His es-

sential self would become the fountain of hashpaah.

the same or another battery. In this case, you can “produce” much
more energy than was stored in the battery originally. Even though
the original battery has only a certain amount of energy, it effec-
tively produces more energy, since it started a whole new process.

When a teacher merely passes on what he received, he doesn’t
deeply affect his students. Avraham was veheyei berachah because

IJhe became a mashpia. His passion affected others and aroused g

passion within them as well. Essentially, this marks the great dif-

In this world, the energy a person receives from HaShem fol-
lows the template of the battery. The simplest recipient is a mekabel

~ only. The mekabel’s assets will never exceed that which he receives
%:rom HaShem. In the other scenario, the person starts as a mekabel

but then becomes a mashpia, producing his own fountain of energy.

He did not just receive energy; he used the energy to become a_

producer of energy. .

o I\J_ggithe time of Avraham, the entirety-of creation was solely
2 mekabel. Chazal” tell us that the reason that the phrase ki lolam
chasdo is repeated 26 times in Hallel Hagaddl is an allusion to the
26 generations that received their existence as a gift from HaShem.

ference between the righteousness of Noach versus thg proactive

change Avraham wrought in the world.1?

39 GOING BEYOND MEKABEL

Every person is born as a mekabel. Just as HaShem started the

world as olam chessed yibaneh," so we start our lives. But very little

good comes from a person who has what he has and can never have
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more than that. Even if we pass along all that we received, it is not

-
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14. Eliezer the servant of Avraham was called Damesek Eliezer because he was nET AANAR PR nYnn Tndh
doleh w'mashkeh mitoraso shel rabo (Yuma 28b). When the time came to find a :
wife for Yitzchak, Eliezer proposed his own daughter for the shidduch. Then
Avraham explained to him that arur can’t be misdabek to baruch (Bereishis Rab-

_s/When that which you absorbed jumpstarts you to additional

activity, then you create berachah. If you hear a sevara and repeat it,
that is step one. But it can't stay there. If the sevara teaches you to
say another sevara when you understand something else, .that appli-

cation means that you have internalized the idea. You've pushed it '
peyond its original boundaries and transformed it into & berachah.

Sydhy N9 MAnIm YYan rwynn TNy TTRY DIPH Y DT D) MR

bah 59:9). What does this mean? What was the kelalak of Eliezer? What could IMIMIN IR YRS P12 IMAND RIVWI BRI YrIDAD 1193 137 NMYN? DMIATA IR

ah 59:9). at does this means< ? -
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all you have is what you received, that is a kelalah. Yitzchak, however, dug wells
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chah. When the student Jearns to open up the beieros, that is berachah, because

Qvnumm PYWYNY NINR Mynwn nn ANyn n9IR 0277 BRI WTY 3NN a2

NN YW RN T2V, 2173 IR RN PN 9% 1 TR ,RMVT INIY IR R

it grows AINY TIPITHY MYYA AAIR 1300 VITYT AT [RND 191,70W1 RN %3 on vnuxm)
WAl AP ,A1IDIN NTIRD MXAM ANNN 2773 A5 TINN DR PIm v
2 é » JRNOYT 01 19aR DR IpHY 192 NYYR MUY 7, MITYND nnmann

Sy AMATY ST3 ML RIM M AN 091 TWAN DN DINIOR A NP N
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